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Shellfisheries in Galicia (NW Spain)



Field work
• Objective: to investigate climate change impacts on 

small-scale fisheries in Galicia (Spain)
• Women perceptions and attitudes towards
• Biological, economic, social impacts on women and their 

households
• Adaptive strategies
• Future scenarios

• Questionnaire provided quantitative information (N=245) 
• Sites: Cambados (N=65), Campelo (N=125), Redondela (N=55)

• Field work: May-June 2019

Villasante et al (2022) Front. Mar. Sci. 



Galician shellfisheries: the largest sector in Europe
8 thousands t/year I 75 million € laded value I 7,500 jobs

(5,000 women)

Villasante et al (2022) Front. Mar. Sci. 04 May 2022



Villasante et al (2022) Front. Mar. Sci. 

Results: 50-75% of annual income
dependent on shellfisheries



Villasante et al (2022) Front. Mar. Sci. 

Results: Strong decrease of key abundance species
and high vulnerability due to climate change



Key conclusions
• Coastal communities highly dependent on 

shellfishing/artisanal fishing 
• Fishers vulnerability decreases as other factors 

increase: (i) the size of households, (ii) long experience, 
and (iii) the public financial support
• Collectively, a higher involvement in fishers associations 

helps to better the adaptation
• Fishers adapted by reducing household expenses and 

complementing their income with other informal jobs 
to compensate for the economic losses 
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